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Provost Marshal General visits Watchdogs

Story by Spc. William J. Scott,
Watchdog editor

.S. Army Major

General Donald J.

Ryder, the De-
partment of the Army's
Provost Marshal General
and Criminal Investiga-
tions Division (CID) Com-
manding General visited
MP units across the pen-
insula April 11th — 15th,
He is only the 11th Pro-
vost Marshall General in
the Army's long history,
and the first in almost 30
years, to hold the position
of Provost Marshal Gen-
eral.

He
position just a year and a
half ago amidst much
change in the Military Po-
lice Corps. On the first
day of his visit he spoke
to soldiers of the 728th MP

/ Force .r'

assumed his

Maj. Gen Ryder put out information and answered questions
about the direction the MP Corps is headed. Photo by Pfc.

Jung, Jung-Woo

Battalion over lunch at
Camp Walker’s Evergreen
Club, “We have gone from
the Army questioning the
need of the MP Corps not
so long ago, to becoming
the most rotated, de-
ployed and sought after
units in the Army.”

He

went on to

speak to the soldiers,
some of whom he had
met before in Iraq at
Camp Bucca during the
728t Warfighter’s recent
deployment, “We can do
the infantry stuff, but
they can’t do our job. We
have the communication

See PMG visit, page2
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The U.S. Forces Korea Civil Gathering Hotline is an automated recording, updated daily in-
tended to inform service members and their families across the Korean peninsula about ongoing

pro or anti U.S. civil gatherings. When on post, simply dial 115. The hotline informs callers
about the dates and times of scheduled civil gatherings as well as locations.

If you find yourself in one of these areas and need assistance, simply call 112 for the Korean
National Police. If in Seoul dial 02-7914-3004 or 3005 for Yongsan’s military police.
If in other areas of Korea, soldiers and their families can refer to the emergency phone numbers

on the USFK SOFA card.

Reminder: All USFK Personnel and their family members are required to carry a SOFA
card at all times. Be safe and use the Buddy System.
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skills and emotional control learned from calming a
chaotic domestic disturbance or dealing with a
drunk at 2:00 in the morning. Possessing a solid
warfighting capability while at the same time hav-
ing that protect and serve nature, is what makes
us special.”

After lunch Maj. Gen. Ryder had time to
briefly visit the 188th MP Company at Camp Henry
and observe some weapons training where he took
the time to speak one on one with some of the sol-
diers. “He was very easy to talk to, not what I
thought a two star general would be like,” said Pfc.
Chad Blackmon who was training with the MK-19
when Maj. Gen. Ryder stopped to speak with him.

That night back in Yongsan the Brigade’s
leadership assembled at the Dragonhill Lodge for a
social get-together with Maj. Gen. Ryder. “General
Ryder is an extremely intelligent man and it’s good
to have someone in that high ranking position to
look after the MP Corps and come back to inform
the troops,” commented Capt. Casey Moes. The in-
formal gathering allowed everyone to meet Maj.
Gen. Ryder face-to-face before the next mornings
OPD that the General was conducting.

At the following day’s OPD Maj. Gen. Ryder
discussed the new direction the MP Corps is taking,
“The Army knows they need more MPs, we have
become the force of choice for a wide variety of mis-
sions, some of our old missions may go away and
new ones will be added, the MP Corps will continue
to grow.” Maj. Dreddrick Brown commented on the
OPD, “It was good, some things I already knew and
some I had never seen before. The General is a very
personable guy.”
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Next stop on Maj. Gen. Ryder’s hectic
schedule was Rodriguez Range to observe the
142nd MP Company’s live fire exercise being con-
ducted during his visit. He was very impressed
with the soldiers performance during the exercise,
there was even talk of on the spot promotions.
“You cannot practice the exercise you just did
enough. The scenario you just went through is
happening everyday in the real world and this
training may one day save your lives,” Maj. Gen.
Ryder said of the convoy live fire exercise.

During the last two days of the General’s
visit he made a stop at the 249th MP Detachment
for a tour of the detention facility and visited some
his CID units before taking some brief R&R time
for himself.

Whether in a garrison or field training envi-
ronment, the General’s visit was motivational for
all. His escort officer during the visit, Capt. Casey
Moes remarked, “The General’s visit was great for
the Brigade - letting everyone know the MP Corps
has someone like General Ryder looking out for
their best interest reassures all.”

. o e e
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G Ryder observes 188th MP Co. training.
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Translated to Hangul by Pfc. Jung,
Jung-Woo
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Maj. Gen. Ryder speaks with soldiers about the importance of their training
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Maj. Gen Ryder made many stops during his brief visit. Here he observes 188th
MP Company weapons training at Camp Henry. Photo by Spc. William J. Scott
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Maj. Gen. Ryder took time to speak to the junior MPs throughout his visit.
Photo by Pfc. Jung, Jung-Woo
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142nd “Regulators” Tested

Story & photos by Spc. William J. Scott

he 142nd MP Company

along with soldiers from

the 94t HHD and 55th
MP Company participated in an
External Evaluation (EXEVAL)
April 4th-8th at Warrior Base.

The objective of the 142nd
EXEVAL was to assess the com-
pany’s ability to perform critical
combat support operations dur-
ing both crisis and war. The
various missions not only tested
the wunit’s performance as a
whole, they tested the individual
capabilities of squad leaders,
team leaders and soldiers.

Led by company Com-
mander, Captain Debra M.
Ponko, the unit executed tasks
which included: base defense,
route recon, VIP security, con-
voy security, responding to a
weapons cache, and vehicle re-
covery.

During the week long
EXEVAL the challenging situa-
tions tested both the unit and

Capt. Ponko and her soldiers prepare
to roll out on a mission.
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Spc. William J. Scott

their equipment. “Everything
was going good until today and
our commo went down today,
commo always seems to be a
challenge,” said SSG Odel Con-
ner.

SSG Conner and his
squad quickly overcame the
commo problem and began their
assigned mission, a vehicle ex-
traction in a hostile area. “Our
sister company, the 55th has a
HMMWYV down and we’re going
to provide security for the
wrecker and get the personnel
out,” SGT Bobby McKnight
briefed his team.

Once downrange SSG
Conner and his squad fanned
out and provided cover while the
wrecker crew got down to busi-
ness in a hurry. With the
downed HMMWYV hooked up
and ready to go, the teams
rolled out.

“All they per-
formed well — the squad leader
was definitely very security con-
scious,” commented CPT

in all

The 55th MP Company assisted in the EXEVAL by providing OPFOR. Photo by

Y T

Ronaldo Cabales of the 728t MP
Battalion who was supporting
the exercise as an evaluator.
“The test was essentially
how to properly conduct troop
leading procedures. You have to
analyze every mission, select the
best course of action in a timely
manner, task organize, rehearse,
and aggressively execute” said
Maj. Detrick Briscoe, 94th MP
Battalion Executive Officer.

In the end, the
EXEVAL will no doubt provide
CPT Ponko with an honest and
detailed assessment of the com-
pany’s strengths
nesses, allowing her to focus her
unit’s future training in order to
maintain a high level of combat
readiness. Perhaps the greatest
benefit of the exercise will be to
the soldiers, allowing them to
experience a week of realistic,
battle-focused training. With
every one of these events the
142nd becomes more capable,
more experienced, and better
prepared to fight.

and weak-
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Lazy Days: The Adoption of SSG Tosca

Story & photos by Pfc. Van M. Tran,
Watchdog staff writer

hen a Soldier has
been in the Army for
20 years, what is the
number one thing on his mind?
Retirement - time for that Sol-
dier to take his boots off and
prop his feet up in front of the
television and just relax. Well on
March 23, that long awaited,
hard earned day arrived for one
of the Soldiers of the 94th MP BN
K9 unit. The difference is that
this Soldier served a total of 10
years, all of which were here in
Korea. Instead of propping up
her feet she will be out in the
yard running around chasing
birds and eating all of the things
she was never allowed to eat.
SSG Tosca, a K9 at the
kennels based at Camp Hum-

SSG Tosca is remembered as a fun
loving companion by all. Photo by Pfc.
Van M. Tran

Van M. Tran

phreys, was officially retired on
March 23rd. Tosca was narcotics
detection K9 who assisted the
MPs of Camp Humphreys by
keeping illegal drugs out of their
Camp. Other jobs that SSG
Tosca preformed consisted of,
health and welfare checks, in-
coming mail searches, and daily
patrols in and around Camp
Humphreys. She was trained at
Lackland Air Force base in San
Antonio, Texas. Through out her
career and training certifications
she has found over 2200 train-
ing aids that simulated narcot-
ics. She had a total of 16 differ-
ent handlers while here in the
ROK. All of which will remember
her as a fun loving companion,
as well as a dedicated military
working dog.

“She doesn’t have a
mean bone in her body”, said
SSG Stephens, the 94th MP BN
Kennel Master.

Tosca was adopted into a loving home by CW2 Charles Watkins. Photo by Pfc,

£ P o5

What makes this retire-
ment different is that usually
when a dog is retired they are so
over worked that they are usu-
ally put to sleep. However, in
Tosca’s case it is the exact oppo-
site. She has been adopted by
CW2 Charles Watkins of the F
Btry 1/43rd ADA to help him
once he gets back state side
with his farm. “She will be in a
loving home”, said Watkins. This
is truly a rare occasion that a
former K9 gets a brand new
home.

At last SSG Tosca will
have the chance to be a normal
dog and live her life the way she
wants too. There will be no more
late nights and early mornings.
Just good food, a warm place to
sleep, and a loving family is all
she has now. “We say good bye
to SSG Tosca on a good note”,
said LTC Jeffery Davies, 94th MP
BN Commander.
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Tosca is awarded the Army Achievement Medal for her long and dedicated ser-
vice as a K9 for the 94th MP Bn. Photo by PFC Van M. Tran
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The effect of the Korean War on South Korea

Story by Pfc. Jung, Jung-Woo

he Korean War not only

impacted South Korea

but the world at large.
Politically, it strengthened the
international alliance against
communism. The experiences of
a bloody battle between the two
sides of the same nation made
South Korea align themselves
with the anticommunism move-
ment and to denounce commu-
nism. Consequentially the
United States became a benefac-
tor to South Korea, and they
initiated an alliance between
South Korea and the United
States. South Korea also saw
the United Nations as a key ally
and sought a solution to the
problem of reunification through
the United Nations.

The Korean War gave a
fatal blow to the Korean econ-
omy. Industrial facilities and
most houses were destroyed by
the war and infrastructure like

Wiy /

18-22 APR
27-29 APR
2-6 MAY

5 MAY
9-13 MAY
15 MAY
16 MAY
19 MAY

20 MAY

728th Range Density
NBC Dragon Stakes

94th MK-19 Gunnery
Children’s Day (ROK)
Area II Spring Clean-up
Buddha’s Birthday (ROK)
USR Brief

LE Conference (DHL)

BDE OPD/NCOPD

railroads, roads, and bridges
were heavily damaged. These
enormous damages were re-
stored to their original state with
economic support from the
United States and United Na-
tions. The support of the United
States was an important part of
the industrial growth of the Ko-
rean national economy of the
1950’s.

A large population move-
ment was a result of the war.
Over 290,000 people went north
over the border or were kid-
napped by North Korea and
about 450,000 to 650,000 peo-
ple came from North Korea into
the South during this period.
This movement changed the Ko-
rean society. It started a popula-
tion movement from rural areas
to cities and contributed to an
increase in the unemployment
rate of the 1950’s.

As with all wars, the Ko-
rean War had many conse-

dog £t

728U A UA 713
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quences and brought many
changes. Serious early problems
such as Korea’s industrial de-
pendence on other countries
and an agricultural crisis cre-
ated many hurdles that the new
government had to overcome.
The thousands of war orphans,
widows and disabled also con-
tributed to much of the eco-
nomic and social turmoil. Addi-
tionally, the western cultural
influence that flowed into South
Korea conflicted with traditional
Korean culture and caused new
challenges for the Korean people.

With time, South Korea
has found a way to integrate as-
pects of western culture into its
society while keeping traditional
Korean values strong. Today
South Korea has overcome the
obstacles presented by the war,
becoming a thriving country,
continually growing and it’s
partnership with United States
remains solid.
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Story by Pfc. Jung, Jung-Woo
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In Korea, even though women get married they don’t
change their last name. Children take their father’s
family name.
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What was it like meeting General Ryder?
2holt] 293te] whge o Bz

Story and photos by Spc. William J. Scott, Watchdog editor

Translated to Hangul by Pfc. Jung, Jung-Woo, Watchdog photo journalist

Above, Pfc. Chad Blackmon

188th MP Company

“He was very easy to talk to, not what I thought a
two star general would be like.”

: -
Above, Pfc. Margarita Gutierrez
188th MP Company
“I thought he was really nice and very interested in
the soldiers and the training going on.”

w7t eF e H = L

188 i
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Left, Spc. Megan McGraw

188th MP Company

“I was disappointed I didn’t get to speak to him,
but from what I saw he seems very nice.”
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8TH MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE
WELCOMES THE NEW SOLDIERS

I

.

Sankey, James J. 31B 142"/94"

Jones, Jacobi L. 31B 55794
Tudor, Richard A. 31B 55M/728™"
Estremera, Robin M. 31B HHD/94"
Estremera, Julio JR 31B 1427994
Finch William Francis 31B 14y
Mcclure Robyn Dawn 31B 14294
Daley Steven Bruce 31B 57"/728"
Damonromero Davic Lloyd 31B  57"/728"
Railey James Ronnie 31B 57"/728"
Dees Brandon Kyle 31B  57"/728"
Martinez Cruz Hernandez 31B 142M9/94"
Schaeffer Ryan James 31B  557"/94"
SPC  Brown, Kenard L. 31B 557/94" SGT  Holmes Brent 31B 557"/94™"
PV2  Kitchens, Jennifer 31B 557M/94" SPC  Ray Richard Eugene 31B 148t
SSG  Gilford, Tameka Lashawn 91W  557M94" SGT  Montgomery Andrew Davis 31B 57"/728"
PV1  Garza, Sammy 31B  188%/728"™ SGT  Cummins John Scott 31B  57"/728"
PV2  Obradovich, Nichole M. 31B 142"994"" SPC  Lopez Richard Jesus 31B 55794
PV2  Rogue, Jason D. 31B 55194 SGT  Bolds Mollie Ryan 31B 14"/8"
PFC  Rader, Christopher B. 31B  55"94™ SPC  Ynostrosa Gary Alexander 31B  552"Y728"
PV2 Jim, Jessica M. 92F HHD/94"™ SPC  Grindey Jesse James 31B 14294
SPC  Diggs, Brian M. 31B 557"/94" SFC  Pairadee Archie Rayno 31B 142M/94"
SPC  Hofer, Joshua D. 31B 557"/94" SPC  White Roshanda Dense 31B  188"/728"
SPC  Tiede, James N. 31B 142"%/94" SPC  Lewis Orlando George 31B  552"%Y728"M
SGT  Cloke, Hunter D. 31B 557"/94" SSG  Habig Leonard Paul 31B  552"%728"
SGT  Cheshire, Ryan W. 31B  188M728" SGT  Brennan Ronald Neville 31B 557"/94"
SSG  Landeroscruz, Zenaida 92y 249"/94" PFC  Finochio Anthony James 31B 249"/94"

SPC  Watkins, Natia D. 31B 57"728" SSG  Plyler Shawn Edward 91W  HHD/94"



